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Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Radway Parish Council,  
Radway Village Hall, Thursday 19th of March 2026. 

 
The meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
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1. Apologies :  

a. To receive apologies for absence: Cllr. James Stephens, Cllr. Chris Mills, Puffin Pocock. 

b. To consider acceptance of apologies.  Apologies were accepted.  Proposed: Cllr. Simon 
Hooker, Seconded: Cllr. Colin Mathews. 

Present: Cllr. Simon Hooker (Chair), Cllr. Penny Gardner (Vice-Chair), Cllr. Colin 
Mathews, Cllr. Malcolm Littlewood, Clerk: Helen Hide-Wright. 4 members of the public.  

2. Declarations of interests and consideration of dispensation requests: None   

3. Acceptance of the minutes of the previous meeting:  

a. Ordinary Meeting 15th January 2026 & Extraordinary Meeting 28th January 2026.  
Proposed: Cllr. Penny Gardner, Seconded: Cllr. Colin Mathews.  Signed and dated by Cllr. 
Simon Hooker. 

4. Matters Arising from the minutes and previous meetings:  

a) Mobile Phone coverage: For the project to proceed a mast would be needed which would 
require planning permission, power would need to be provided and if it were to be installed 
at the church, listed building consent would be required.   
Cllr. Littlewood confirmed that a mast has been installed at Tysoe which may benefit 
Radway, indirectly. 
 

b) Replacement swing seats: Update: The flat swing seats have arrived from HAGS.  
ACTION: Cllr. Stephens will fit the new swing seats. 
 

c) RPC Debit Card: Update.  The RPC debit card has arrived and is being stored with the 
Clerk.  The card has been used for the ongoing Microsoft annual subscription.  The 
additional debit cards sent in error have been cancelled with Lloyds.  All of the pin 
numbers have been destroyed. 

 

5. Public participation: Cllr. Gardner: Relayed a request for bird boxes to be installed on the stump of 
an ash tree which is located on Orbit land.  ACTION: Clerk to contact Orbit regarding 
permission and review maintenance requirements for bird boxes. 
 

Residents spoke to update the PC on submitting a new planning application.  Seeking to engage 
with the PC at this stage. The applicants provided a copy of their statement to the meeting 
(Appendix A).  

The Chair responded that the PC is not qualified to provide planning advice.  The Vice-Chair 
explained that the PC reviews applications within the context of the planning framework and that 
each application has to be reviewed with consideration to all relevant factors.   

Cllr. Littlewood explained about the value of a pre-application process.   

The Chair suggested the residents make a community presentation to outline the new application 
for the community to share their comments and thereby inform the application. 
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6. Councillor reports:  

(i)  Chair (Budget & Finance, Website/IT, Highways, Grounds Maintenance and Street 
Furniture).  

• Co-option: An application form was accepted from a member of the public.  The 
PC will review the application.   

• Defibrillator battery.    The battery was installed on 2.2.2026.  It is due to last 5 
years. 

• Community Defibrillator Training.  £335 & VAT to run a course for first aid training.     
ACTION: Confirm a date for the training event. 

• Village Volunteering Day £50: Hall Hire and refreshments.  Proposed: Cllr. Simon 
Hooker, Seconded: Cllr. Colin Mathews. 

• Village Plan / Neighbourhood Development Plan.  ACTION: Councillors to 
investigate whether Radway should have a Parish Plan or a Neighbourhood 
Development Plan in order to take the findings to the Annual Parish 
Assembly to gather views from residents on the matter. 

• Severn Trent has booked the Village Hall for next week regarding a consultation 
with the village.  The details of the consultation are yet to be confirmed. 

 

(ii) Cllr Mathews (Footpaths, Rights of Way and Street Lighting).  

• Street Light at West End: Update: National Grid and Eon are reviewing the 
reinstatement of the street light. 

• Query regarding adoption of section of road and footpath: Update:   The Localities 
Officer attended a site visit.  The drainage is an issue.  The area will not be 
adopted by Highways. 

• King John Lane: Cllr. Mathews has received a report from a resident who is 
disappointed in how the pathway has degraded. 

 

(iii) Cllr Gardner (Parish Council Policies, GDPR and Green Issues).  

• Parcel Locker Boxes.  The PC has investigated this option.  ACTION: Assess 
residents support for the idea of parcel locker boxes.  

• Annual Review of RPC Policies & Standing Orders.  The review is underway.  The 
Clerk has also started the annual audit of information held in RPC’s records, as 
per the requirements of the RPC GDPR Policy. 

 

(iv) Cllr Stephens (unable to attend the meeting).  Carry forward agenda items to next 
meeting. 

• Review of findings of KOMPAN annual inspection 

• Repairs and actions from annual inspection report 

a. Reports from Ward Representatives of Warwickshire County Council (WCC): Chris Mills 
(Appendix B) and Stratford District Council (SDC): Malcolm Littlewood (Appendix C).  

Cllr. Littlewood presented on behalf of Chris Mills who was unable to attend the meeting:  

Funds are available to assist those facing fuel poverty directly from Warwickshire County 
Council or via Cllr. Chris Mills.   
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7. Planning  

(a) SDC Planning decisions since our last meeting:  None.  

(b) SDC Planning Applications: None. 

(c) SDC Planning Decisions: 26/00109/TREE: Consent with conditions. 

(d) Planning updates: 25/01061/PIP: Application going to appeal. 

25/03142/FUL: Application withdrawn. 

(e) Planning Comments submitted by RPC since our last meeting: 26/00109/TREE: King Johns 
Lane: RPC Comment:  No Representation. 

 

8. Correspondence:  First Aid training 

Housing Allocations Scheme Consultation 

English Devolution & Community Empowerment Bill 

Community Speed Watch 

Have your say on Local Government Reorganisation in Warwickshire.  
Consultation ends 26th March 2026. 

 

9. Financial Administration a. Appendix D. 

 

Grant Applications:  Tea, Chat and Play: £450.  Proposed: Cllr. Simon Hooker, Seconded: Cllr. 
Penny Gardner. 

   Radway Cricket Club: £800.  There are outstanding questions from the 
grant application.  It was decided to seek further information from the applicant to meet the 
requirements of the RPC grants policy.  A decision on the grant is therefore deferred pending 
receipt of information and clarification.  ACTION: Clerk to seek information from RCC. 

 

Remaining payments listed below with the exception of the £800 grant for Radway Cricket Club. 
Proposed: Cllr. Simon Hooker, Seconded: Cllr. Penny Gardner. 

 

10.  Other reports and items for future agendas:   None. 

 

11. Dates of Future Meeting, commencing at 7.30pm:  

 

Meeting 1: AGM :  7.15pm: 28th May 2026 

Meeting 2: Annual Parish Mtg: Date and time to be confirmed. 

Meeting 3: Ordinary Meeting:  7.30pm: 28th May 2026 

 

2026: Date change from 21st May to 28th May, 16th July, 17th Sept, 19th November. 

 

          Meeting Closed at 9.05pm. 
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Appendix A. 

 
 
 
Appendix B. Cllr. Chris Mills. 
 
County Councillor Report 

Radway Parish Council Meeting 19th March 2026  

Warwickshire County Council budget 2026/27  

Warwickshire County Council met on Tuesday 17 February to conclude their budget negotiations. Warwickshire County 

Council has approved its budget for 2026/27, alongside the medium-term financial strategy for the next five years. 

The budget includes a 4.4% increase in Council Tax, including the 2% adult social care precept. This is lower than the 

maximum permitted increase of 4.99%, reflecting the Council’s wish to support residents with cost-of-living pressures. The 

medium-term financial strategy also sets out a programme of efficiency savings and investments to maintain the Council’s 

strong focus on prevention to help reduce future demand on services. 

For a Band D property, the overall increase in the Council Tax bill will amount to an additional £1.56 per week.  Find out more: 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7436/warwickshire-county-council-approves-2026-27-budget-to-protect-vital-

services-and-support-residents  
Increased SEND provision for Warwickshire  

Warwickshire County Council’s Cabinet has approved additions to the Education Capital Programme 2025/26 to expand 

specialist resourced provision for children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities. At its meeting on 

Thursday 5 March, Cabinet agreed to allocate over £320k from the High Needs Provision Capital Allocation to establish new 

resourced provisions at three county primary schools and to increase places at an existing provision in Rugby. Read more: 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7469/investment-approved-to-expand-specialist-provision-in-warwickshire-

schools  
SEND Reform consultation  

Government is consulting on proposed changes to improve outcomes for children and young people with SEND, including: 

early, local and fair support, effectively grounded in evidence, and with shared accountabilities across local partners.  

Why your views matter 

We are consulting on proposals to reform the special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) system. 

http://www.radwayparishcouncil.org.uk/
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The consultation document explains the changes we plan to make and asks for comments from everyone with an interest. 

The changes aim to improve help and support for children and young people with SEND across the 0 to 25 years system. 

We would like to hear from everyone who has an interest in the reforms including: 

Children, young people and families, teachers and leaders. 

Schools, trusts and early years and post-16 providers 

Local authorities, experts and academic organisations 

Representative groups. You can also respond to this consultation via email 

at SENDreform.CONSULTATION@education.gov.uk, or by post to: 

SENDAP Reform, Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, London, SW1P 3BT. Have your say: 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/send-strategy-division/send-reform-putting-children-and-young-people-firs/  
Adult Social Care Service Rated ‘Good’ by CQC  

WCC is celebrating a positive outcome from the Care Quality Commission’s assessment of Adult Social Care which recognises 

the county as a high performing on Adult Social Care needs. Read more: 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7440/warwickshire-s-adult-social-care-service-rated-good-by-the-care-quality-

commission 

Warwickshire Food Strategy update 

A further step to combat food poverty in the county, increase availability of affordable food in priority areas and empower 

communities to improve their diets and health outcomes has been taken. The plan will continue to focus 

on three strategic priorities.    

• Affordability will focus on helping residents facing food insecurity to access more affordable, healthier food options 

through social supermarkets, community food projects, and other initiatives.  

• A second priority area will use events like Kind Community, Kind Food and volunteer food champions to work with 

members of the community most in need to educate them, provide resources and develop their skills and confidence in 

choosing and preparing healthier food options. 

• The third will promote locally sourced food and waste reduction by supporting suppliers in and around the county and 

influencing consumer behaviours.   Discover more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7484/important-

steps-to-combat-food-poverty-as-warwickshire-prepares-its-new-plan 

 

Utility bill support available in Warwickshire 

A scheme providing financial assistance to help those who may be struggling with their utility bills this winter is now available 

until 16th February. The Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme is distributing funding from the Department for Work and 

Pensions’ Household Support Fund providing a one-off voucher payment to meet an immediate need and help those who are 

finding it hard to manage the cost of their energy and water bills. Find out more: 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7370/utility-bill-support-available-through-warwickshire-local-welfare-scheme 

Have your say on Local Government Reorganisation 

Have you given your views on what Local Government Reorganisation should look like in Warwickshire? This statutory 

consultation seeks views on the proposals that the Ministry of Housing Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) has 

received following the Secretary of State’s invitation to councils in Warwickshire to submit proposals for unitary local 

government for their area. You can find full details of the consultation, including a privacy statement, at: Local government 

reorganisation in Warwickshire - GOV.UK. 

The 2 proposals in this consultation were made by the following councils on 28 November 2025: 

 1. Warwickshire County Council and Rugby Borough Council proposed one unitary council for the whole of the area 

of Warwickshire comprising the current areas of:  

• North Warwickshire, Nuneaton and Bedworth, Rugby, Stratford-on-Avon and Warwick. You can find the proposal 

at: Warwickshire single unitary proposal 

2. North Warwickshire Borough Council, Nuneaton & Bedworth Borough Council, Stratford-on-Avon District Council, 

Warwick District Council proposed 2 unitary councils. These would comprise the current areas of: North unitary 

authority: North Warwickshire, Nuneaton & Bedworth, and Rugby. South unitary authority: Stratford-on-

Avon, and Warwick. You can find the proposal at: Warwickshire 2 unitary proposal. This consultation asks questions about 

each proposal to help inform the assessment of the proposals.  Complete the consultation survey here: 

https://consult.communities.gov.uk/local-government-reorganisation/warwickshire/ 

Measles 

Measles cases are rising in the West Midlands, and children under 10 years of age are most at risk. Over 99% of those who 

have two doses of the MMRV vaccine offer long-term protection against measles and rubella. Although mumps protection is 

slightly lower, cases in vaccinated people are much less severe. For more information, please visit 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/mmrv-vaccination  

Child Exploitation Awareness Day 2026 – 18 March 2026 

Warwickshire agencies are once again joining the national effort to tackle child exploitation as part of Child Exploitation 

Awareness Day on Wednesday 18 March. Every year, hundreds of children and young people experience exploitation. 

Behaviours such as missing school, secrecy online, or spending time with older individuals can all be signs that something isn’t 
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right – and everyone has a part to play in spotting and reporting concerns. Read more: 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7474/warwickshire-partners-campaign-to-help-public-spot-signs-of-child-

exploitation  
WCC Cabinet: March 2026  

Warwickshire County Council’s Cabinet met on Thursday 5 March 2026 at Shire Hall to consider a range of items focused on 

supporting residents, strengthening local services, and planning for the county’s future. Discover more: 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7472/recalibrating-warwickshire-is-the-focus-of-latest-warwickshire-county-

council-cabinet-meeting 

Warwick Castle Unboxed  

Discover untold stories from the Warwick Castle archive at this new exhibition at Market Hall Museum, Warwick. Warwick 

Castle Unboxed combines objects and documents to tell some fascinating stories. The exhibition opens on Friday 20 March: 

The culmination of a four-year project, this exhibition begins with Fulke Greville asking King James I for Warwick Castle, 

over 300 years ago. The exhibition features stories about the Greville family, courting scandal in Regency society and 

managing ambulance trains in WW1 https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/7459/warwick-castle-unboxed-new-

stories-from-an-old-castle  

Chris Mills  

County Councillor 

Radway 

 

Appendix C, District Councillor Malcolm Littlewood. 

 

This month; 

1. Five Year Housing Land Supply. 

2. South Warwickshire Local Plan (SWLP). 

3. Neighbourhood Development Plans (NDP) and Funding. 

4. Local Government Reform. 

5. Cost of Living – Iran War effects and vulnerable households fuel costs. 

6. Council Tax 2026/27. 

 

Five Year Housing Land Supply 

The 5YHLS remains well below the target.  How can that be with all the planning applications for outline 
schemes of 10’s, 100’s, and 1,000’s of new homes?  Well, they don’t count until there is a confirmed build-out 
plan that is open to scrutiny.  Of course, the build-out rate is controlled by the developer not the Planning 
Authority.  If developers don’t see the demand, then they do not start building.  It takes roughly six or seven 
months to bring a new house onto the market from breaking ground.  So, they would need to start in March for 
delivery in August/September. My understanding is that demand is very low for the houses that developers 
want to build so we could be in a situation where there will be a huge bank of available land, and we will still not 
have a 5YHLS. 

I am also told that the real demand is for one- and two-bedroom houses and starter homes at affordable prices 
and rents.  Unfortunately, SDC is not a Housing Authority and cannot build significant quantities of houses 
itself.  This should change with the establishment of the new Unitary Authority. 

South Warwickshire Local Plan 

The SWLP has suffered sone delays in its preparation.  It is needed to replace the current Local Plan – the 
Core Strategy which has been determined by an inspector at appeal to be out of date as there is only 2.74years 
Housing Land Supply.  Not all the Core Strategy policies are deemed to be out of date only specific policies, 
specifically: 

• CS.15 -m Distribution of Development. 

• CS.16 – Housing Development. 

• CS.21 – Gypsy, Traveller, and Travelling Showman (because the County does not have sufficient sites to 
meet the calculated need. 

• AS.10 – Countryside and Villages. 

All the above are very pertinent to this Ward.  It should be noted however that the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) is the overarching policy for planning and therefore applications must meet the conditions of 
the NPPF regardless of the status of the Local Plan. 

 

Neighbourhood Development Plans (NDP) and Funding 
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If a NDP is made and current (up to five years) then in the case where the Local Plan is deemed out-of-date, 
then the NDP takes precedent assuming that it has been drafted reflecting the NPPF, the parish has land 
supply to fulfil stated housing need in the NDP and shows site allocations. 

NDP’s are hard work taking two or three years to be made.  Once made, they are legal documents and form 
part of planning policy.  Small parishes can join to build a NDP covering both settlements.  This is particularly 
useful if they are close together and can then protect the countryside between them from unwanted 
development.  An example is the Tysoe Parish NDP which has made the open space between Middle and 
Lower Tysoe protected and therefore stopping coalescence of the two communities. 

SDC has a grant fund of £100k per annum for the next three years available to fund new and out of date NDP’s. 

 

Local Government Reform and Devolution 

There are two major policy changes being put through by Central Government: Local Government Reform 
(LGR) and Devolution. 

Local Government Reform.  The first is Local Government reform which abolishes District and Borough 
Councils and establishes a Unitary Authority.  Two proposals have been jointly submitted by Warwickshire 
County Council and the District and Borough Councils.  WCC preferred proposal is to have a single 
Warwickshire Continuing Authority.  Rugby Borough Council preferred option is for a single UA but not 
continuing authority, and the remaining District and Borough Councils prefer a two UA of North Warwickshire 
and South Warwickshire.  The Government will determine which option is to be established later this year. 

There are arguments that ‘big is better’ and more efficient.  Indeed, the single UA option would save around 
£2.0m per annum, putting this into context, the gross spend of all the councils in Warwickshire is I calculate 
around £1.5b.  This saving calculation is too small for significance in terms of forecasting, so I determine that 
there will be no financial gain.  That means the key arguments must be around delivery of service, and it is clear 
from the commissioned ‘PeopleToo’ report that the needs of North Warwickshire are very different from those of 
South Warwickshire.  Moreover, the same report shows that historically that the optimum size for an authority is 
for a population of between 250,000 and 350,000. The current populations of North and South Warwickshire ( 
comprising SDC & WDC) sum to 632,000, with the population of South Warwickshire at of 295,082. 

 

Devolution.  At the same time there is a Whitepaper (Dec. 2024) that requires the whole of England to be 
formed into Strategic Authorities.  The target population for such authorities is around 1.5m although this is not 
considered to be a hard and fast rule, and there are already examples of the SUA being formed with lower 
populations. In addition, no single UA can qualify for a Strategic Authority on its own and must join with another 
UA with the prospect of forming a Mayoral Strategic Authority which will achieve full devolution powers.  A 
Mayoral SA would take responsibility for the role of the Police Commissioner, the Police Authority, a Fire 
Authority and attract significant additional funding from Central Government.  It should be noted that 
Warwickshire had already achieved significant devolved powers prior to the May 2024 elections. 

 

What does this mean? 

A single continuing or reformed UA would have to join with other authorities to qualify as a SUA.  The options 
available to Warwickshire would be joining with the West Midlands Combined Authority (WMCA) but this has 
been clearly ruled out by the sitting Labour Party Mayor of the WMCA and would not be beneficial to 
Warwickshire residents.  The population of the WMCA is 3m in a geography less than the size of that of SDC, 
roughly 977km2 with 142k residents. 

The alternatives would be to join with Northamptonshire with which, except for Rugby, the County has little in 
common in terms of main transport communication corridors or industry.  Northamptonshire also carries a 
significant debt.  Alternatives would be joining with North Cotswolds, or Hereford and Worcestershire.  Both 
options would achieve the population targets but would leave Shropshire as a ‘Devolution Island’, and that is 
not acceptable. 

I believe the best option would be for the two North & South Warwickshire Unitary Authorities combining as a 
SA, or South Warwickshire joining North Cotswolds in a SA. 

There is however yet another layer of organisation including Police Authorities, Fire Authorities and National 
Health Service regions.  At the same time as LGR and Devolution is progressing; Central Government is 
determining how to reduce the current number of Police Authorities significantly.  What this means to 
Warwickshire residents is uncertain. 

Residents can have their say by responding to the government consultations. 

 

Cost of Living – Iran War effects and vulnerable households fuel costs. 

The huge increases in the price per barrel of oil will have an extraordinary effect on inflation, interest rates, tax 
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increases to businesses, and the cost of living for residents.  Please keep out an eye for those vulnerable 
residents that will find heating their homes and feeding their families more and more difficult.  There is help 
available, so please involve both your County Councillors (copied here) and me, and we will do what we can to 
assist by action or signposting. 

 

Council Tax 2026/27. 

Warwickshire County Council has approved its budget for 2026/27.  The budget includes a 4.4% increase in 
Council Tax, including the 2% adult social care precept. This is lower than the maximum permitted increase of 
4.99%.  For a Band D property, the overall increase in the Council Tax bill will amount to an additional £1.56 per 
week.   

 

Kind regards, 

Malcolm 

 

Cllr. Malcolm I. Littlewood 

Proud to be the Member for Tysoe Ward. 

Opposition Group Deputy Leader 

Stratford On Avon District Council 

 
Appendix D:  Financial Administration 

Bank Balances at 28th February 2026 

Deposit Account:         £  22,121.04 

Current Account:         £       359.93 

Total Balance:          £  22,480.97 

 

Payments made since the last meeting:      £    1,168.03 

Income received since the last meeting:      £        73.71 

Payments outstanding since last meeting:      £          0.00 

  
Finance Report (Appendix D) and passing of accounts for payment at this meeting: 

Grant Application: Radway PCC: Tea Chat & Play     £      450.00 

Grant Application: Radway Cricket Club   NOT APPROVED £      800.00   

Chambers Endowment Fund (Annual Rent Recreation Ground 2026)  £      250.00 

WCC Street Light Maintenance 2025/26 Inv10439607    £        26.78 

Accounting Data Services (Newsletter bumper issue) Inv 10324   £        47.52 

Accounting Data Services (Newsletter) Inv 10358     £        31.68 

Severnside Defibs & Training Ltd (First Aid Training)     £      402.00 

Radway Village Hall (Hire 28th January & 19th March 2026)    £        32.00 

F. N Pile (Mower service)        £      600.00 

Clerk’s Salary: March 2026        £      377.44 

Clerk’s Salary: April 2026        £      377.44 

WCC Pension contribution March 2026       £        89.00 

WCC Pension contribution April 2026       £        89.00 

Working from Home Allowance March & April 2026     £        52.00 
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Clerk’s expenses –          £        13.35 

 

Invoices issued:   £52.00 J. Schumacher: Rose Cottage Driveway Lease 2026 (payment received 5.2.26) 

 

VAT reclaim submitted for 1.7.25 to 28.2.2020 for £129.88.  Received 13th March 2026. 

 

Excel Spreadsheet detailing income and expenditure to 28th February 2026 
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Appendix (D).  Financial Report for Meeting 19th February 2026  
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